—_— 


— <> 


3 I rot 


— 


VINDICATION 


An ESSA rc concerning Critical 
and Curious Learning : 


In which are contained - 


Some Short RefleAions on the 
Controverſlie betwixt 


Six WILLIAM TEMPLE 


AND 
Mr. WOTTON; 
/ And that betwixt 
Dr. BENTHSEY! 
AND 


Ms. BOT L. 


[a Anſwer to an Oxford Pamphlet. 


NY 48 "4 nt 


By ank re. of that Eſſay. 


— Pudet bac opprobria Vobis, 
Et dici pormiſe, & non porniſſe refells. 


LOND 0 N, 


Printed for E. Whitlock, near 
Stationers-Hall. 1698. 3 


” T9 P. 4 ——— 
-——_—— F 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


CEEE_— het. od we. Ald 


_— - — Y I—_ : Cor —— 
L—— —_ 
T . 
, 


IVINDICATION 


OF 
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LS 1 'R; 
IT Little thought there would have 
been any Need of Defending the 
ſhort Eſſay concernino Critical and 
Curious Learning, &c. which 1 
tely Writ and Printed, you know, 
rely im; Complyance to your De- 
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ſires. But I did not conlider how 
tenderly ſome People are atietted with 
any thing: that looks like a Reproof, 
Ic was no ſooner publiſhed, but out 


comes an acute An/wer from Oxon, 


and pronounces it a down-right Ig- 


norant and impudent Libel, and theJ 


Author of it an Atheiſtical Town- 
Wit. Whether this dreadful Charge 
is made out or not, ſhall be my pre- 
ſent Inquiry ; and becauſe I am not 


much in love with the Lampooner's| 


Method of Railing in general, and 
talking at random, I will beg you 
Patience while I take every particu- 
lar Paragraph intoa diſtin, but ſhort, 
Examination. Not that I think there 
is any thing in this Trivial Paper 


worth the trouble ; for on the other 
Hand, Paget recitare, © nupis addert 
pondns, But the Author ſeems to be 
io full of himſelf, and writes wit 
{ſuch a Magiſterial Air, that ſom 
People ( eſpecially thoſe that are by- 


aſſed ) may be apt to fancy he hay. 


Juſtice on his fide, and that my $! 
lence is a racit acknowledgment 0 
it. Beſides, I may poſſibly do hin 

himſcl 


A 
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himſelf no diſſervice, in ſhewing him 
how unfit a Champion he is to undexr- 
th | fake the Defence of a Publick Cauſe. 
of | There is a valt difterence berwixt the 
Qualifications, which may make a Man 
appear advantagioully enough in an 
o- Univerfity, and thole which will 
Re | Fender him acceptable and Eminent 
in the World, Bur I do not, Sir, 
«| Pretend to undervalue an Univerſity 
BJ Education - for I kaowy/ the moit 
conſiderable Perſunages of our Nati- 


x | on have always been thoſe, who had 
; F their firſt Inſtitutions there. I would 


only urge, that a Man muſt have a 
I more diffuſed and mixed Converlſa- 
tion than is to be met- with in a 
College, before his Learning wall 
(| fit. agreeably upon him, or he can 
Ny hope to become a finilh'd Scholar ; 
Jo ſuch a oneI mean as this. Gentleman 
fakes himſelf to be. 

I can Obſerve no Method in what 
Iam about. You muſt take it as 1t 
4 comes, in the Confuſion he has de- 

livered it. And therefore without 
| any more Preliminary, I will begin 

to Tranſcribe. Viz. 
by Sir, 


ql 
IN 
ell 
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Sir, 1 thank you for 'the Pamphlet 
you ſent me the other day ; and becauſe 
you was pleaſed to make it the Condi 
tion of your Gilt, that I ſhould return 
my Thoughts upon it : 1 have here ſent 
them by the firſ® Poſt, and I believe 
much ſooner than you expeted. Tou 
have th:m in the very Order they at 
firſt occurred to me, withous any manner 
* of Corredtion ; for truly I dia not think 
it worth my while to make any. 


This IntroduQtion you ſee affords 
nothing Remarkable, but.that our 


Friend is very good at Writing Let-' 


ters ; and may be depended upon by 
his Correſpondents for 'a ſpeedy An- 
iwer, let the Buſineſs they employ 
him about be never ſo Diſobliging 
to him, or Inſignificant in it ſelf; un- 
leſs perhaps we are to underſtand by 
the particular CharaCter of the Words 
Condition and Gift, that there'is ſome 
pretty double Enterdre couched, in 
them. I fuppoſe his Meaning ( ifhe has 
any ) mult be to inform us (by way 
of Lawyer) that ſome Gifts' are upon 
£ | Condl- 
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Condition, and ſame not ; and that 
where there is a Condition, that Con- 
dition muſt be performed before the 
Title to the Gift can be good. But 
let the DiſtinAion lye where it will, 
I wiſh for my part he had not thoughr 
this ſmall Gift worth his Acceptance, 
upon the Barbarous Condition of 
perſecuting his Uaknown,. Humble 
Servant, as you ſhall hear he now 
and then does. 


Firſt then, It is obvious to remark, 
that the Author, whoever he is, has 
given his Eſſay a wrong Tith. If be 
had had a Mind to deal honeſtly with 
his Reader, it ſhould have run ths : 
An Eſſay, &c. In which are Con- 
tained ſeveral Falſe and Scandalous 
Refleions on Chriſt Church in Oxon. 
But to turn over the Title Page, In 
his Preamble ( where I aſſure you he pre 
tends abundance of Moatjzy ) he cannot 
forbear making open Proclamation, that 
he and bis Friend, to whom he aaddreſ< 
ſes this piece, have reſolved to cenſure 
ard damn all Books, that ſhall be here- 
after Publiſhed : A which purpoſe they 
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have weft abliſped a Critical Correſpondence 
between them. Wo be to all poor Wri- 
 fers for the future! But he has 2tven 
the World no reaſon to hope well of 
this Grand Deſign. For in the preſent 
caſe ( which it ſeems t the firſt he has 
medled in) he is far from bins ſo fair 
and equitable a Moderator as he ought, or 
inaced as he himſelf wou!d pretend to be, 
For -he has every where ſhewed that 
Dog matical Humonr and Arrogance he 
blames in others ; and has taken a moſt 
intolerable Freedom, where he 0ugbt not 
to baves done it, I have but two Rea- 
ſons to think that Dr. Bentley hinz- 
ſelf did not write this Treatiſe : One us, 
that the Matter is infinitely t00 Polite, 
, and the Style too Smooth and Floving 
for him. * The other, that I hardly be- 
lieve his Self-love and Pride, would have. 
ſuffered him to have dealt (0 freely and 
quſtly with his own and his Friend's 
Charatters ;. tho" it was the moſt likely 
way to do him a real Service at the 
bottom, * For theſe Reaſons I muſt .ac- 


quit the Door, and tell you, that T| 


rather believe the Author to be' an 
Eſquirc, ( as' he calls himſelf) and one 
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of thoſe mighty Wits amongſt you in 
Town, that ſet uv for the Querthrow 
of Religion ;, who the better to gaia their 
Eras, lay hold on all Occaſions, of tra- 
ducing the Univerſitics, and undermi- 
ning the Dignity and Charatter of the 
Clergy. And Tho" 1 have ſaid this of 
him, yet it is no Wonder that he ts 
Dr. Bentley's Friend and Acquain+ 
tance. | 


Here I have ſeveral things to ac- 
count for. The fir{t is a Miſnoſmer. 
But I cannot agree with him 1n it, 
ſince I am by no means guilty of 
the Falſe and Scandalous Refleftions 
he talks of. For what I have ſaid 
of Chriſt Church in Oxon, 1s lo far 
from being the falſe or ſcandalous In- 
ſinuation of an Enemy, that their 

beſt Friends have frequently and pub- 
lickly owned the Truth. of it; and 
( to quote Horace once more) Dicere 
verum quid vetat ? I appeal to you, 
or any impartial Perſon, whether I 


have not left many things unmentio- 


ned, that might eaſily have been 


brought in, if I had had a Mind to 
ny ſhew 


S ]. 
ſhew my Malice. But I thought 
my ſelf Obliged to touch upon no« 
thing, but what lay immediatel 
within the Argument. I did not {6 
much urge my own {ingle Opinion, 
as deliver the Seale of every Body 


 _ that knew them, which I could ea» 


fily make appear, was 1t not too 
invidious a Task. But 1f.I could 
not, this | Gentleman has ette&ually 
done it for me. He has given the 
World a freſh- and unqueſtionable 
Evidence, that there is 2s much Va«- 
. \Nity at leaſt, as Learning 1n that 
College, as I ſhall prove by and 
by from his own Words. It inſtead 
of making Amendments in my Tz#/e. 
Paze, he had given me ſome Uletul Mo- 
nitiens and Grave Advice, and told 
me, that it was a Rule in Satyr, Par- 
cer? perſons didere de witts, that Truth 
was not to be ſpoken at all times, &C. 
I might very probably have ſtood 
Corrected, and never nave troubled 
you nor him with this Defence. But 
he is, plealed to be ſcurrilous, and I 
mult go on- with him to the next 
Accularion ; which is for erecting a 

| Critical 
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Critical Tribunal, and makings you 
and my felf the Arbitrary Judges of 
it. Couid this be made our, I muſt 
confels, he would have great'Reiſon 
to complain of me, for removing 
that Court of extream Juſtice from 
his Relidence, and for wreſting the 
Authority out of their Hands, who 
have more leiſure and aflurance to 
put it in Execution, But I cannot 
imagine What brought the Whint 
into his Head. There 1s not the 
leaſt Ground for it, in that Sentence 
he ſeems to point at in the Eſſay ; 
where, after profeſing my own Ina- 
bility and Unwillingneſs to venture 
upon ſo Nice a Topick, I fay, 1z order 
fo begin that Correſpondence, betwix# 
#5, which your Lettex" ſo kindly propo- 
fes, and which is ſo much for my own 
Benefit, 1 will here give my imperſecs 
Thoughts upon, &c. He might as 
well have "an out the DoQrine ot 
Tranſubſtantiation in theſe Words, 
as any ſuch Meaning ; but when a 
Man is reſolved to tay :what comes 
next, who can help it'? , Hirtherto 
the Eſſay and the Eſſajzer (as he ay: 
2M - me 


o 


[ IO h 


me) are only concerned. But now 
,you have Dr. Bentley forced in by 
'Neck and Heels, to bear me Com- 
pany, and take his ſhare of the Sa- 
tyr. Ir ſeems, he is never to eſcape 
rb Gaul of their acute Pens ; for 0- 
therwiſe I cannot conceive, why he 
15 named here, only to tell the Cour- 
teous Reader, that he had nothing 
to do with this Treatiſe, The ſame 
Argument would have brought in 
the Czar of Muſcovy, and many other 
oreat Men, that never dreamt of 
turning Authors ; unleſs he will in- 
ſiſt upon it, that he has b. two 
Reaſons to believe the Dr. did not 
write it, and perhaps there may be 
two and twenty, to think the Czar 
did not : But then he mult conſider 
again, that one of the Reaſons he 
has given is as good as one thou- 
ſand, and in ſuch a Gaſe a little Lo- 
gick, with the Help of as much Phz- 
loſophy, would have taught him to 
conceal his private Reſentments. If 
Dr. Bentley had not been a Man of 


Self-love and Pride, common Senſe 
ſure would have hindered him from 


. dealing 
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dealing ſo very freely with Mr. Worton 
and himſelf. For I cannot ſee whar 
Real Service it could do hins at the bot- 
tom, to wound his Enemy through 
his own ſides. + The other Reaſon in- 
deed I doubt was thrown in unawares, 
or with a Deſign meerly to mortifie 
the DoQtor. For he no ſooner ſays, 
that IT write a better Style than the 
Doctor, but you may perceive he 
immediately recolle&ts himſelf, and 
leaſt I ſhould grow proud upon it, 
calls me in the ſame. Breath a Tra- 
ducer of the Univerſity, a Reviter of 
the Clergy, an Underminer of the Church, 


' and an Overthrower of Religion : And 


which is ſtill more notorious ( for I 
was to expect no better Language 
from him ) he beſtows the ſame Com- 
pliments upon the Doctor too, with- 
out any regard at all to his Character. 
One would have thought Dr. Berr- 
ley's Sermons againſt Atheiſm ( for I 
muſt ſuppoſe our Student has read 
them) would have ſecured him in 
particnlar from fuch inſufferable Ca- 
lumnies. I hope after this, he will 
not complain of any Man's incivility, 

- There 


£ -H 

There are no ſuch Aſperſions to be 
found in my late Piece. The Liber- 
ty there taken with Dr. Aldrich, 18 
of another Nature, of a much lower 
form. For any thing I have (aid to the 
contrary, hs may fill be an Honeſt 
Man, aad a good Chriſtian, T1 medled 
not with his- Morals or way of Lite, 
becauſe it would have been an imperti- 
nent and unjuitifiable way of Detractt 
on, which Ithought blow me: And yet 
this Cenſor Morn, this Correcter of my 
Intoulerable Freedoms, has not boggled 
at it faimielft, Whatever he may 
think of my Syquireſþip, I have a 
greater Reſpect for any Dignified 
Divine, than to call him an Azthezt: I 
ani aot fo like Almanzor { as he would 
eliewhere bave me ) #0 do all this becauſe 
T dare, Every Man's Reputation ( eſpe- 
Cially a Clergy-man's ) ought to be Sa- 
cred : The Law makes it ſo, and has 
provided Penalties againſt the Au- 
thors 0: Libels and Detamatory Books. 
But, 11 there was no Satisfattion to 
be had 1a theſe caſes, it is a fnean 
20d ungenerous thing, to expoſe and 
m111n any one's Faults, eſpecially 

iuch 


a 
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ſuch as may really wound his Cha- 
racter, and good Name in the World, 
No body that had had any Notion 
of Honour or Good Manners, would 
have been guilty of it, when it had 
no relation at all to his Subje&. So 
much for my Morals. In the next 
lace you have an Account of my 
Learning. 
Bat I would gladly know what theye 
i in this piece, that ſhould make is 
gain ſo mighty a Reputation, as you ſay 
3 bas ; and particularly how it comes 
#0 deſerve your Eſteem, notwithſtanding 
the averſion you are pleaſed. to ſay you 
have to the Satyrical Stuft i» zt. It 
& indeed called (1 jhould ſay miſcalled) 
An Eſſay concerning Critical and 
Curious Learning : Which, 1 muſt own, 
% 4 very promiſing Title, and one might 
reaſonably expect [omerhing new and ac- 
licate upon ſo mice an Argument. It 
came to my Hands with an extraorat- 
mary Advantage, in that it had your 
Recommenaation.- 1 durſt not paſs any 
Cenſure upon it. 1 ſuſpended my Juag - 
went, and read it again and again ; but 
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T liked it worſe every time I did fo. I 
cannot indeed but acknowledae, I had 
ſome little reaſon to be byaſſed, when 1 
found the Worthy and Revirend Dean 
of Chriſt Church /o an4ecen!'y treated ; 
and the Reputation of nis whole Society 
arraioned in a moſt imperious and in(o- 
tent Manner. 


This Paragraph is civil enough in 
Conſcience from a profeſſed Adverſa- 
ry ;and if I manage it to the beſt advan- 
tage, I ſhall be able to pick up a Com- 
pliment or two at leaſt out of it, which 
may make ſome little 'amends for his 
former Rudeneſſes. Firſt then, he tells 
me, ' the Eſſay has gained a good 
Reputation in General ; that his Friend 
in particular, was pleaſed to -paſs a 
Favourable Cenſure upon it ; and 
chat truly for his own part, he is by- 
alled upon the Dean of Chri/t-Church's 
account. Afﬀeer this frank Confeſſion 
of his Partiality, I can eaſily forgive 
his calling what is ſaid upon his 
College Satyrical Stuff. T am not 
concerned neither at any other Un- 
kiad Expreſſions ; becauſe I know 

| they 


'Q ww ww. Þ kc 5 hs lis > WA 6 * | 


V s &* O 


%*_— 


Time, he hat (tarce ſaid any thing. But 
- "0" | ph 


[5] 


they are extorted from his good Na- 
cure. I do not much, care too, if f 
reſiga him my Title paze, ſince he will 
needs inſiſt again upon it, viz. It 
is called, ( I ſhould ſay miſcalled ), There 
is no withſtanding ſuch an unaffeR+ 
ed flower and turn of Speech : T ally 
himſelf could not have-laid fo much 
in ſo ſhort a Parentheſis : And there- 
fore (as I ſaid before) my Title-pago 
is at his Service. Thus far Matters 
are well enough reconciled : He has 
either meant me no harm, or done 
me none : AnJ if I can acquit my 
{ſe}f as well from what follows, we 
ſhall part very good Friends; 


The ſericus part of this Piece is fho- 
thing but a Farrago of tommon [Vo- 
tions, put indeed into tolerable good 
=p : ' But the Author talks [0 
very abruptly, and has fo cramped him- 
ſelf upon every Head, that what he ſays 
of his Performance in jeſt, may very 
well be applyed to it in good earneſt ; 
Viz. That by endeauouring to ſay a great 
deal in ſo narrow 4 Compaſs and ſhort 4 


wh} 
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why did not our Eſlayer take & wider 
Compaſs, and a longer Time for this 
mighty Underiaking of his? What pro- 
vocation had he to ſpeak to any Subjett, 
unleſs he would have done it to purpoſe? 
Was it a T ask impoſed upon him, which 
he was willing to get off his Hands as 
ſoon as he could, and was he at the ſame 
time obliged to print it ? When he deli- 
vers his own Opinion, and gives the fi- 
niſhing turn to any Argument, he does 
it in as poſitive deciſive a manner, as 
if Dr. Bentley himſelf had done it. 
He bears all down before him, and when 
he is poing to prove ſome ordinary 
known thing, puts himſelf into as great 
« Sweat and Tumult, as if he was about 
ſome of the knottyeſt Points in all Ma- 
thematicks, and was doing no leſs than 
{quaring the Circle, To make a ſhew 
of much Learning ( a Qualification not 
very common among ſt ſuch Wits) he runs 
throuzh all the Sciences, bat after a very 
odd manner : For when the Reader ex- 
pets ſome handſome Account of them, 
he baulks him with lame and imperfett 
Definitions. He pretends to have preſſed 
his matter wery cloſe, but it is ſtill ſo 

[puney, 
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nupy, that it may be [queezed much 
He and fairly Php 7 acthing 
I have often heard honeſt Will. Pate, 
talk as ronnaly over a Glaſs of Wine, 
of all kinds of Learning and Languages, 
as our Author, without ever ſaſpett ing 
him to' have any clear or fnll Notions 
of what he was about. There is a ſort 
of Common-place, which any Man that 
keeps good Company may eaſily be fur- 
ide with ; and yet at the ſame time, 
be no more a Scholar, than the Pope's 
Parrot, that could repeat the Creed, by 
keepins much Company with his Holi- 
weſs, was a Chriſtian. 


The firſt Sentence here, is a flat 
Contradiction to what went before. 
Before he affirmed in Cool Blood, ' 
that »zw Matter was polite, and my Style 
[moeth, and flowing : Now kis Paſſion 
gets the better of him, and it is no- 
thing but a Farrago of common No- 
tions ; Which is as much as to ſay, 
that the ſame thing is white, and is 


not white at the fame time: For a 


Farrago of common Notion, and — 


Matter, are no more akin than Light 
Wi and 


{18 ] 
and Darkneſs. However, ſince he 
\ ſtill owns, that thele Common Noti- 


ons are put into Good Language, Ihave 


no reaſon to contend with him about 

a ſmall Contradiction. For by this 
Conceſſion, he gives me no leſs a 
Character, than that which the C7z- 
ticks have made the Propriety of the 
Divine Horace, viz. the expreſſing Com- 
mon Things in Excellent Words; (which 
© by the way is the reaſon that Poet can 
x Never be well tranſlated ; for nq other 
Language is ſufficiently exprefſive of 
the Delicacy and Fulneſs of the Latine 
Phraſe. ) But in the following part 
of this Paragraph he ſeems at firſt 
fight to offer ſeveral weighty Obje- 
*, tons, but they are put 1n ſuch 
| Ioofſe and general- Terms, that I can 
make nothing of 'them. Inſtead of 
giving a Reaſon for what he ſays, 
he asks two or three ' impertinent 
Queſtions, of no more Conſequence 
than if he ſhould have faid, What & 
your « Name, Sir ? What does T. R. 
ſtand for ? Nay, they are hardly fo 
much, to his Poijnr. For if he could 
4 * +þut once have learned who I g's 
. c 
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he mi poſſibly have made an odd 


uſe of it, and troubled the World 
with a Hiſtory of my Life. Bur 


that which looks moſt like ' a real 
Objection is this; He runs through all 
the Sciences, but after a very odd man- 
mr. For when the Reader expects ome 
hindſome account of them, he baulks him 
wih lame and imper fect Definitions. 
If 1e means, that what I have ſaid 
upa the Sciences, is not ſufficient 
to gve the Reader a diſtindt View, 
and ill Idea of them, I ſhall rea- 
dily a:quieſce in' his Criticiſm, and 
only wge in my Vindication, that it 
was inpoflible for me to do it in 
the conpaſs 1 had allotted my elf. 
But it hs meaning 1s, that what I 
have fſaidis in it felf lame and imper- 
feffF, he would have done well to 
have givn me ſome particular in» 
ſtance of it ; for *cll he is pleaſed 
to do ſo, I can make no Defence 
without acuſing my ' ſelf. I writ 
the Eſſay wth the ſame awe'( if I 
may be alloved the Compariſon 'on 
my part) tiat T4 did his Epiltles 
to Atticus. ' knew I was talking 
| B 3 | to 
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to one that underſtood every Topick |* 
better than my ſelf ; and was there- [| 
fore much more ſparing of my words | / 
than I ſhould have been, had I pre-J' 
tended inſtruftion. But, if I had de. I] 
ſigned that, 1 know not what like: |. 
lier Method I could have taken | 
than firſt to give the general defin- | © 
tion of every Scignce-1n as pleaſing, I © 

| 
| 
| 
| 
( 
{ 
( 
( 
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unſcholaſtick Terms as. I could, ;n 
then tro deliver my own particular. | * 
Notions of it. But I never preend- 
ed to anſwer the full end of your 
Propoſals; or to give my Opnion, 
how far a Man might proced in 

_ every Science, - without carring is 
Search further, than was uſefd. This, 
Sir, I told you was an Agument 
infinitely too bulky and —+ 
for the form and length. of # Effa; 
and as.I conceived, was te be ma- 
 naged in the {ame Method the FA. 
> [mous Yerulam had done his Excellent 
Book of the Advancement if Learning, 
and would require a Volume little 
le(s than his. I was fo farfrom 'think-, 
ing, my ſelf equal to ſo Yaſt an Un- 
dertaking, that I was locked at it ; 

| an 
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and I' then faid what I till think; 
that it was a Work hardly to be 


performed in the Compaſs of one 
Man's Liie ; and was therefore a 


more fit Employment for a Body of 


Learned Men, than a ſingle Perſon, 
They muſt be Men too, hardly un- 
acquainted with any thing. For how 
elle could they determine critically 
of all kinds of Knowledge ? How 
conld they aſſign ſuitable Methods 
:nd proportionable Degrees, for the 


proceſs of Humane Underſtanding, 


ia all her Enquiries ? How could 
they pretend to fix the Boundaries of 
L-arning ? How could they be ca- 
pable of forming a _— Scheme 
and Plan of the whole Circle of 
Aris and Sciences for the Benefir of 
others, if they were not perfe&t Ma- 
ſters oþ%em themſelves ? I queſtion 
whether there is, or ever was, any 
one Man in the World thus quahi- 
fied. Our late Lord Bacon has in 
the Book I juſt now mentioned, giv- 
en arge Proofs of 'the Univerſality 


enius ; but he himſelf was of 


my Opinion. Ariſtotle was certainly 
B 4 the 


". 
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< the moſt generally knowing of all 
Antiquity ; yet heis ſuſpeRed to have 
copied ſome of the Books aſcribed 
to him, and to have burnt the Ori- 
ginals from whence he had them, 
To be thoroughly vers'd in any Art, 
is the EfeQ of much Time and Inx 
duſtry ; and we are apt to think our 
ſelves accompliined Perſons too, when 
once diſtingmiled by the4wngle-Name 
of good A4/tronymets, or Poets, or Ora- 
tors, &c. without ever hoping to be 
thought all of them. Thoſe who now 
adays ſet up for univerſal Scholars, 
are commonly Men bur of rambling 
Pedantical Learning. They are nice 
ly skild in the Mechanical Part and 
Jargon of the Sciences ; have pro- 
bably read and got by heart all the 
General Sy/ems : They are ſuch pcrf:Qt 


Maſters of the Terms in Logick, that 


they can immediately form an argu- 
ment 1n any . Mode and Figure, de- 
tect a Sophiſm at the firſt Glance, 
and, which is till more, 'compile 
Compendium of the whole Art, if Occa- 
- fion be, for the Ule of their Friends 
and Pupils. They underſtand ſo much 
> & *. v 5 of 
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of Mathematicks, as to ſolve moſt of 
the Problems in Euclid ; Nay, perhaps 
as to draw up a {mall unintelligible 
Scheme of the Grounds and Principles 
of Geometry, They may be fo well 
vers'd in Aſtronomy too, as to know 
the Common Revolutions of the Stars, 
to calculate the Ecliples of the Sun 
and Moon, and to furmiſh out an 
Almanack every year, (et off and 
adorned with Curious 1:a/;az Sculp- 
tures, whereby it becomes not only 
uſeful, ro find out the Day of the 
Month, but at the ſame time ſerves 
inſtead of a Picture m a Cloſer, and 
'by Conſequence is never out of Date. ) 
But whether ſuch Men have any 
Notion of the profound Reſearches 
in theſe and other Sciences, whether 
they have made any uſeful and ſound 
Reflections upon them or not,' re- 
mains a doubt, *cill they ſhall give 
the World greater Proofs and Evi- 
dences than theſe I have pamed. 
'But I had almoſt forgot his Extra- 
ordinary Waggery, in comparing 
Will. Pate and me to Pope ſomebody's 
Parrot, - It is plain from hence, _ 
| (= 


[ 24 } 
he is deeply read in Church Hiftory- 
He could no doubt have told what 
the Pope's Name was, what Lan- 
guage he and the Parrot uled to 
converſe in, cc. and I wonder - he 
did not ; fince theſe - and ſuch hke 
Circumſtances would have . been as 
New and Entertaining to the Reader, 
as. that of the Birds repeating the 
Creed, and as applicatie withal to 
me. But why poor 1. Pate is here 
abuſcd,. is a Miſtery of impertinence. 
He has not I hope tak :a Dr. Bentley's 
ſide, and ſpoken Treaion againſt Pha. 
tlaris. If he has, let him lye at a Ty- 
rants Mercy. If he (has. not, I will 
in his Name and my \own, preſent 
our Athenian with one Bird for ano- 
ther, and tell him plamly, that he 
is as like an Owl, 2s either Will. Pate 
or Fa Paryot ; for as the Proverb ex- 
prelly has it, There are Owls «t Athens, 
as well as Parrots at Rome. 


In ſhort, he is ſometimes a proud, (u- 
percilious Critick, ſometimes a dry and 
ſtarch's Common-placer, and always ins- 
pertinent to his Reader, and — 

Js wil 
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- that drew up theſe Rules into a Com - 
paſs, and made Criticiſm an Art ; 


£997 
with himſelf. If it was worth while, 
I would andertake to refute every thins 
out of the Eſſay it ſelf. One Sentence 
contraditfs another. Fle is not of the 
ſame Opinion two Leaves together.” Here 
nou have bim crying | up Experimen- | 
tal Philoſophy, but with abundance of 
Limitations, as the moſt pleaſant Stuay 
in the World, and which a Man ought to 
ſpend alt his time in. Preſently he forgets 
this, and talks xs loudly for all the other 
Sciences. one after another ; - only Ma- 
thematicks and Metaphylicks have 
the hard hap not ta be of the number 
of his Favourites. When he comes to 
talk of his beloved Argument, of Cri- 
tical Learning in the Modern Accep + 
tion, as It 15 taken for a thorough! 
Ltnderſtanding of Claffick Authors, 
and,.an exatt Knowledge of all thoſe 
Rules, by which' Men judge and de-: 
termine nicely of all the finer Parts and 
Branches of Humane Literature ; he 
diſplays all bis force, and is moſt won- 
der fully TOs. He informs bis 
Reader, that Ariſtotle was the firſt | 


that 
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that Horace, Longinm, and all the 
Criticks both Ancient and Modern, 
drained moſt of their Knowledge from 
him. Thu # juſt as much and no more, 
than has been {aid an hunared times in 
Dedications and Prefaces to Plays. Not 
only Mr. Congreve, Dennis, &c.. but 
even Settle and Durfey have often ſaid 
it before him ; and moſt of them in 
their preſent Controver fie with Mr. Col- 
lier, make nothing of . talking of Ari- 
ſtotle as familiarly as this Gentleman, 
without ever hauins read one word 
of him. But he goes on vittoriquſly, 
_ and ſays, Criticiſm is without all dowht 
4a very good thing, notwithſtanding what 
ſome People ſay of it ; and hath a pretty 
ſimilitude about Alexander and Cziar, 
nothing to the parpoſ Cs from whence how- 
ever he infers as faſt as Hops, the great 
Advantage of Criticak Rpowledge. Such 
Deduitions are of the ſame flamp-with 
' } bus Friend's Dr. Beatley's : But T am 

ſure I argue more Logically, whey I ſay, 

ithat becauſe Dr. Bentley writes falſe 
Latin and fal/e Engliſh, that therefore 
by way of contrary he us in the right 
of t ; for 4 good Argument may be, and 
| | often 
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often is ill defended. After having miſter 4 
up all this, he leaves his Argument for 
a while, and makes 4a dipreſſion upon the 
uſe of frequent Compolitions. Here 
he crowds his fine Notions very thick 
upon us, and to ſingle out one from as 
mong (+ many, he tells us, that all the 
Faculties of the Mind, whether AQive 
or Paſſive, are mightily heightened and 
improved by Exerciſe. 7his propoſe- 
tion tis certainly true ; and ſo it will hold, 
if I ſhould affirm it of the Faculties of 
the Body, and illuſtrate my Poſition with 
the Famous Story of Milo, who firſt 
tryed his Strength in carrying a Calf, 
and by conſtaut Application, was at laſt 
able to ao ay much for an Oxe. But 
who could I hope to inform by it ? Is 
«ny Body that had common Senſe or 
Learning before, made evir « whit the 
wiſer for this ? If 1 ſay, Critically ſpeak- 
ins, that Virgil is 4 better Poet than 
Martial, and Heroick Poetry pobler 

than Anagram, 1 talk upon ſafe Grounds, 
and.\no Body can: contradict me, without 
palpably contraditting the Truth : But 
what" then ? When a Man will needs be 
an Author, efpecially of Eſſays ; it is 
(t*+< 14 expected 


TS] 


aliguid, ſomething New and Exter- 
- Faining : Montaign and Sir Evremont 
or it: There is yet 


are remarkable fc 
another notable piece of Criticiſm, and it 
#s that Tully was apþetter Poet than 
an Oratour. 'This zs tree too, and Thave 
nothing to ſay in Anſwer to tt. But to 
yeturs with him from this digreſſion. 
The next thing he preſents as with, i 
a terrible deſcription of the Modern Cri- 
ticks, That they: are byaſſed by par- 
tiality, and in ſpight of all their ſpe- 


ill Nature unhappily appears 1n eve- 
ry Line. They tell us indeed in 


' their Prefaces, that they have dealt 
very handſomly and candidly with 
the Authors they Comment upon: 
But when we come to the Remarks 
themſelves, we are entertained with 
nothing but continual Snarling aad 

; Tafolence. This will prove as true « 
; the reſt of his Axioms and wiſe Sayings, 
off rightly applyed, that i to himelf+ 


expeRted he ſhould produce Ardens 


cious Pretences, a ſtrong Tincture of | 


One would imagine- by the Con: 
Ciſe i» ſhore at the Head of this, es 
| [909 [7 


IM 


— 


[ 28 ] 

ticle, that he had before put himſelf 
quite out of Breath with Reaſonin 

and was now come to make his V/e 
and Application from the whole. -Bur 
it is at laſt only to ſay over again, 
what he has ſaid ſeveral times alrea- 
dy, that he could it he would, prove 
my Eſſay to be znconſiſtent and con- 
traditFory, If I thought this forbear- 
ance of his was pure good Nature, 
I ſhould be mightily Obliged to him. | 
But I am of their ill contrived Tem- / 


a_ 


per, who ſuſpeCt every Kingneſs from 


an Enemy to be the effett of Ne- 
ceflity more than Choice ; and think 
he does: not do me Harm, only be- 
cauſe he cannot. Bur, when a Man 
is at a Non plus, 'tis a pretty Super- 
ficial Turn, to pretend he will not 
trouble himſelf and the Reader, with 
heaping up all chat might be ſaid 
upon the Occaſion. The true Rea- 
ſon. of Silence in ſuch Caſes is, that 
what is 'lefr behind is not worth 
ſpeaking. The Argumeat 1n it fel 
may not be exhauſted indeed ; but 
It is not the Talent of every Pamphlc- 
zeer. to ſay juſt as much as a Sub- 

zet 


. then tal 11g as loudly for all the other 


 Confounded my Opinions : I have 


- For if I affirm, That Experimental 


——_— 


101partial Examination ) that makes 


3. - |: 
je&t will handſomely bear, and no 
more * There is required a ſolid 
Judgment to do this, even on the 
molt trifling Queſtions. ' As to the 
Crying up Experimenta! Phyloſophy, and 


Sciences, is is unfairly alledged againſt 
me, and I may ſay without any 
breach of Modeſty, that I have not 


been at leaſt conſiſtent with my ſelf. 


Philoſophy is the moſt Noble, Benefici- 
al, and Sitisfaffory, of all thoſe Sci- | 
ences, that an inquirer into Nature 
can apply himſelf ro, and-in the ſame 
Diſcourſe call Hifory ( in relation to 
Civil Life) one of the moſt uſeful and 
pleaſant Studies in the World, | ſhall 
be thought tro Contradict my ſelf by 
no body, that is poſleſt of a tolerable 


Underitanding, tho' the Superlative ] 


Degree is uſed in both Caſes: And 
yet this is all I can find ( upon an 


him aſſert. fo poſitively, that oze Sex- 

tence contradittnanother ; that I ar no 

of the ſame Opinion two Leaves toge- 
| | pgs ther . 
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ther. -But the Miſchief of it is, he 
ſuſpeQs at the bottom I know nothing 
of the Topicks I am” upon, and 
therefore takes it for granted, that 
I betray my ignorance every now 
and then, eſpecially of Mathematicks 
and Metaphyſicks. *It I may be per- 
mitted to uſe rhe ſame freedom, and 
gueſs at his Skill in theſe Matters by 
his manner of Retuting an Eſflay, I 
fancy they are a. little too Crabbed 
for his Head too, as well as mine. 
He ſeems to be no Friend to the 
Mathematicks neither, and T doubt is 
ſo far from being likely to Square 
the Circle, that it would perplex him 
grievoully to demonſtrate, that the 
Three Angles in a Triangle are 
neither bigger nor leſs than Two 
Right Angles ; or any fuch known 
Propoſition. But all this is gratis 


| dium. He may overflow with Learn- 


ing, and yet ſcorn to beſtow any of 
it upon me and my idle Treatiſe. 
It is enough to ſay I write Non-ſenſe, 
without being at the Pains to prove 
it ; For ſome Meas bare Authority 
s more. Convinciog than orher Mens 
2 hal C- beſt 
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beſt Arguments. In the next place 
he examines my Knowledge in Claffick 
Learning, and here to my Eternal 
Shame he finds me no better a Pro- 
ficient than in the Sewverer - Stuates. 
He finds nothing þut common and 
trivial things, but what has been 
ſaid in Dedications and Prefaces an 
hundred times. 1 own I lay Ariftotle 
was the Father of Criticiſm, which for 
any thing I know- may have been 
faid not, only an hundred, but a 
thouſand times before me. But what 
then? I do not advance it as a New 
Diſcovery. I only make uſe of it 
as a neceſſary Introduction to a Dif- 
courſe upon that Subject. It I had 
talked of Cr:tic;/m, and not named Ar;- 
ftotie, I ſuppole I ſhould have been 
as much to blame on the oiher hand, 
Arcd there would have been a great 
deal more reaſon for ſuſpetting me 
not to have read any part of his 
Works than at preſent there can be. 
"Tis true, | have quoted no Greek 
out of him, which I ought by all 
means to have done, had I foreſeen 
my acquaiatance with that LAGS 

ha 
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, | had been likely to come 1n queſtion: 
But whether 1 underſtand it or not; 
the four - Pozts ( who are here as 
awkardly brought in and traduced 
' as Will. Pate was ) may, for any 
| | thing this Dy + 4 or I know to 
| | the contrary. None of them, I'dare 
| | fay, have ever made honourable men- 
- | tion of Aviffrt in their Prefaces, 
r | Without a Greek Citation or ewo at 
| | the, ſame time. And in zherr preſent 
1 Controverſie with Mr. Collier, ſome . 
t | of them have plentifully quoted La- 
7 
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tine and Greek Authors in their 
own Tongue ; the Fathers themſelves 
have . hardly eſcaped. But I have 
enough to do to defend my ſelf. It 
ſeems I have not only dealt too fa 
miliarly with Ariſtotle, but with his 
great Pupil Alexander, and Ceſar like- 
Wiſe ; and I myſt give an account 
e | of it. As to this; I will beg leave 
s | to tell my,Friend, he has ignorantly, 
or ( which, js as bad  wilfully miſta- 
ken the plain Senfe of a whole Pa- 
rAgraph, as you will immediately lce, 
if. you pleaſe to caſt your Eye upon | 
the, 29th. Page "3 the Eſj«q3; He | 
2 


ED » 


ſays 


| 


 &f Logict. If this was not below an 
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ſays I infer from' | Alexander and 
C2/ar the great advantage of Critical 
Knowledge. Whereas on the contra- 
1a fay, ſome People have argued 
ths 1nconvemence of adhereing to 
Critical Rules, from a Compariſon 
of®thole two great Examples in He- 
roick Virtue.* But for alf this Miſtake 
is fo groſs and apparent, he rung 
away with it, and in a moſt Aca- 
demical Sopliiſm ( put indeed as a 
Parallel to my Coin, but truly 
a "Srecimen of his own ) he ridicles 
me and'Dr. Bentley at once for two 

oor ſilly Fellows, that know nothing 


Anſwer, it would be very calle to 
prove from” it, that he had never 
read one word of Ariſtotle, nor any 
other Loo:zciam neither, my more than 
my Worſhip. One would think' it 
impoſſible for a Man of common , 
Senſe, to write ſuch incoherent irra- 
tional Traſh. But ſometimes Peoples 
Malice perverts their Underſtanding, 
and tranſports them to a ſtrange 
degree 'of Folly . and Impertinence. 
Bur I may think, and lay, and oor 

wins 
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[what I will ; he is ſo well fatisfied 


with the juftneſs of his Refletions, 
that he purſues me with equal” Vi- 
gour through the Digre/ſion upon the uſe” 
of frequent” Compoſitions ; and to my 
great Comfort he does it juſt wich 


equal ſucceſs too. © Here he is again 


diſguſted at my Trumping cominon 
Notions upon him for fre Thins ; 


which ( ſays he ) are by no means 


roper for an Efſ4y, where all ſhould 
e New and Entertathin?, ( which he 
makes 'two Synonimous Terms ).” But 
with his good leave,” ( fince he will 
force me to juſtifie my Common No- 
tions the commoneſt Notions ars 


always the moſt proper Medion; 


the "beſt and fureſt Bafis' to 'realon 
upon, and are in themſelves rhe ſtrong- 

Arguments, for that they arife 
moſt naturaſfy and eaſily out' of any 
Snbjet, And Therefore, whoever 


1 writes ( Eſſay"6r Pamphler ) with a 


defign to Convince, mult not negle& 
the uſe of them. The Sentence here 


| 7 as an Inſtance of my' or- 


inary- Common Stuff, [ All the facul- 
ties of” the Mind, whether att ive or  paſ- 
ada dba ic... 
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þ. Tue, are - mi; htoly heiphtencd and im- 
prowed by Exerciſe } I ram not at 


all- aſhamed of. -I Rill chink it a| 


good argement, to evince the advan- 
tage ofafrequent application.to Cod-, 
poſition. If a Man would always, 
reſolve to write ſomething that was 
never ;faid or thought of before, his 
ProduQtious might + be «Ne: indeed, 
but not , therefore Enmtcriamning ; ,oay 
they. muſt of Neceffiry be Whims 
Gical and Ridiculous, We find very 
tew Books a the4ſame Topicks, 
(tho'., 7 Iowa rd by Authors of, never 
fuch d Ggxus,s ) that do aot 
fog the moſt, part uſe the fame, Ge: 
neral Arguments, and "often,  inter- 
fer winh 0n6,an0;her: Bur chat which 
commonly diltjoguiſbes. them, is. the 
particular. Manner,” 4he yle and Me- 
thod of .cach Author. Not chat-I 
would. affirm, that Men.do-not jomes-, 
times: differ very. materially :in their 
Sentiments of the ſame things. What. 
elſe has. occaſioned 10,many 1 oppoſite 
Hypotheſes, fo + many . Diſpates 
Comtroverſies, Which have always ery.- 
Ployed the Pens of the Learned, and 
ro 


to which indeed are owingghe greateſt 
Progrefſes and. Advances. that have 
been made in Knowledge, both in paſt 


and prefent Ages ? ButT torget my Text. 


Another piece of Criticiſm is, that Tully 
was a better Poet than an Orataar, &c. 1 
will take no advantage of the words 
Poet and Oratoar being here tranſpoſed, 
becauſe I believe ic was through the 
Printer's Negligence ; but I am not 
ture he would not have .made himſelf 
merry with any ſuch {lip in my Book. 
He is guilty of as idle things... In 
this very place he quotes half a Sen- 
tence, puts his own Conftruftioa up- 
on it, and then makes me talk as like 
a Sqeire'as he pleaſes, *Tistrue, ( 10 
the 39th." page of rhe Eſſay, which [ 
ſuppoſe he retersto) LaameCicro ; but 
it 16-0n]y as an Inftance to prove, 4447 
Invention i# ny kind, will turn 0 ſome 
advimtare or other, and that tns appli- 
cation to Poetry was of great uſe to 


him in his Rherorical Compoſares. 


But whether he was a better Pzee or 
nn Oratour, was a Controverlie that 


did not lye much in my way, and 


I only hinted ar it. To pronounce 
Tx” C 4, fully 
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fully and clearly upon ſo doubtſul a 
Queſtion, to unriddle a Secret that 
had lam hid ſo many Centuries, - was 
relerved tor ſome extraordinary Ge- 
nius ; ſuch an Aapus could arile 
oaly in Th:bes or Athens, What fol- 
lows, 1s tranſcribed from che Etlay, 
and rartly applied to me. But TI think 
the Cap is put on at a Venture, with» 
out kaowing or conlidering, whether 
it would fit or not. For he cannot 
make any Body clle ( if he can him- 
4elf.) believe, hue [ have betrayed 
che leaſt. PS$#:2bty, becauic Dr. Bent- 
tey isas freely/handled as Chriſt-Church. 
Whatever»-either ſide may think of 
the Matter; 1 have honeſtly given 
them the-rea}-fenſe of the impartial 
part of the. Town, about their Quar- 
rel and way of Managing it. 'But if 
plain dealing 'can have mo Efed& up- 
- onathem, ler»them &en go. on, and 
make {port tor others by expoſing 
themſelves. 

- The: next Paragraph is to inform 
all thofe whom ir may. coucern, that 


I play boows 1 


with Drz Bepz/cy, and 
that'upon ſecond Thoughts I am more 


like | 
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like Almanzor, than a Squire : Whick 
( however important ) I ſhall paſs 


* over in fiſence; as things. that ſuffi- 


ciently av{wer themiclves, But I can» 
no., I fear, make foci quick Work 
of that Paragrepli which tollows it. 
I have there a los Scroll of Ottences 
to anſwer to ; air! has; you may the 
better judge how tar I'am guilty, you 
mult have the Patience to: hear both 


ſides. 


In his firſt Attack upon the College 
he takes Dr. Bentley's Method, - and 
ſays prremptorily, Mr. Boyle's IVame i 
falſly ſet to the late Anſi wer't0 the Dit. 
ſertation againſt Phalaris's. Epiſtles, 
Fc. and that he is (ure he had my 
hand at all in it. This he: aces out of 
pure Complaiſance to My. © Boyl-#s is 
Gentleman, that there may be a0 Cuar- 
rel between them two ;fonhe is reſold 
fo cut \and'/liſb the Book/tor Pieces, and 
without any more to do, ſays it is full 
of | nothing bar liccle Witticiſms and 
School-Boys Jefts. He begs . leave. gf 
his Reader. ( being « very Ciau! Perſon;) 
to ſuggeſt his own. Opimian. And truly 


his 


<. 


— 
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his Opinion is, that it was made ( as 
moſt Compolicioas in that College 
are) by a Select Club : Every Man 
ſeems to have thrown in a Reparree, 
er ſo, in his Turn; and the moſt 
ingenious Dr. Alarich, no doubt, was 
at the Head .of .them, and ſnoaked, 
and punned - pleatitully on this Occa- 
fion. A,-prerty” Conceipt this ! What 
s Dutch Tmage of Wit aud Compoſiti- 
on is here! There ts juſt as much Wit 
ani Scnce, as Probability ans Good Man- 
gers in it. For when a Gentleman has 
goons his Name to a Book, and owned 

i, {ball «ny one that hone. do neither, 
pive him the Lye, and pretend Croility 
& the {ame time? It was a Clowniſb 
Gold Piece of Freedom at firſt i= Dr. 
Bentley, and now the [amein this Am- 
$uſtado Writer. Such Yude Treatment 
world beve beew abominable to any of 


AM}. Boyle «x.Luality, had he been i 


Man of no o1Vote, had he never given 


any Proofs of his extraordinary Geni- 
'#s and great Learning #0 the 'World; 
"ani as the Caſe is quite retry x. 306 


and the Author t 


pardon, if 1 faq it 
+4 Uowwright imputlent But \4b15 is ” 
Sh 


SERTASC.,. a nfs @Siodg .o =. 
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ty a Sample of ſcome more Behaviour 


of the ſame kind. He has plenty of 
ſuch  Crvilities in lore for the Dean 
and Students of Chriſt Church, who 
he takes to be the true Authors of the 
Book... But he does nit trouble himſelf 


to anſwer them in any thing material ; 


but rithout the leaſt Prowecation, takes 
their Minners moſt, ſeverely to Task, 
puts a mark upon thew, and ure: bis 
Friend, that they diltinguiſh theme 
ſelves from .the. reſt of the Univer- 
lity, ngt by their extraordunary Learn- 
Ing, buc cheir abomingble Arrogance, 
He wonders how they. can have the (ons 
fidence' to condemn Pride «n another, 
when they have ſo great, a ſhare of it 
themſelves. He woul very fain know 
why it is not as excuſable ig. Dr. Bent 
tey, who 1s a Scholar, as jn ſome 
young Men, who cannot reaſonably 
be : fuppolegd to be ſo. ' He is wery 


angry with the Dean, and aamoniſhes 


him. far ENCOUT 42417 this haughty proud 

Temper, of. theirs by his own Example ; 

4na.,as a ftroug Ay... 7 thas_. be 
O | 

Wl 

WAS 


d 
er be 425 4 Hmeh, COmpe 
ho oth opt "2 o which the 


- wo 
.” : 


| 
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was ſo unfortunate as to cenſure the 
Author of the Art of Thinking. 7 
know not what Civilities T. R. Eſq; 
thinks are due to Forreigners; he ts 
not very Conrily, I am ſure, to his own 
Country min. But jarther ; he wen- 
thres to affirm, that the Compendium 
of Logick :s one of the worſt be ever 
read, The reaſon is, becauſe it is writep 
&, good Latin. ” 4 moſt unpardonable 
Faxlt inived ! Well, but this is not all : 
Hle has ſomething more t» quarrel with 
thim about, and that is for calling Dr, 
Bentley Pedant, when he can prove 
th:m to be as rink Pedants themſelves, 
For ( /ays he) T take it to be as errant 
a Sin of Pedantry, to publiſh bad 
Editions of old Authors, and to be 
highly ſolicitous about the 'various 
Readiugs of them, which former Edi- 
tions hive only* negleted, becauſe 
they were inſignificant, as to Jard 
Engliſh Writings' with Greek and La- 
tin. He is very with in the Riohtof 
it; but what is this to Chriſt-Chuich ? 
Tes ; it is difedtly levelled at is. For 
(he continues ) Dr. Aldrich is pretty 
notorious at preſet for imploying his 
I. \ young 


* 


LY 
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young unexperienced Students this 
way. 41 know not what he means by 
employing his young unexperienced 
Students: But 1 know, and under his 
Favour, it may be ſaid muhout any 
Partiality at all, that thoſe Books which 
have been put forth by this College, 
both in the late Learned Dy. Fell”s time, 
and the preſent Dean's too, have a very 

ood Reputation, not only here at home, 
2: are likewiſe much approved by Fore 
reipners abroad ; which, F bope, will re- 
commend them to Dr, Beniley*s Efteem, 
whatever it may do to this Gentleman's. 
As for the late Edition of Aiop's 
Fables, _it will be time enough fo de- 


fend it when it is accuſed, Here the 


Preface #s only concerned, for calling 
Dr. Beatley p/ain quidam. He would, 
1 ſuppoſe, have had his Name” uſhered 
in with half a dozew Epithets of Re- 
ſpe#; nor confiderins how ſcurvily he 
is uſing Dr. Bentley's Betrers all this 
while. But the next Charge bears hard 
#pon them : For it is about no leſs than 
two Epigrams ana one Verle, in 4 
Poem, intituled, Articuli. Pacis, rhieh 
he hes found in 8 Book lately publifþed, 

| calledy 


"TERS 


calked, Examen Pocricum duplex, cc, 
He is ws y ſolicitous ( it being a Mat- 
ter of vaſs Conſequence ) to diſcover the 
Author of them; and at laſt ventures 
to affirm, that euher the Dean himſelf, 
or ſomebody elſe made them, The Con- 
jeckure is not muc9 unlike that of the 
Ducch Commentators above Horace's 
Mother, who, after all their Enquiry, 
could wot be jo{itiuve who ſhe was, but 
they unanimouſly agrerd that he certainly 
had. one. This bing fagely premiſes ; 
he proceeds to give D:. Bentley ſome 
Comfurt, aud to infuſe a Balm into 


the Wound, the Stins 1nd Venom in 


- the Tale of theſe wicked Epigrams 
might p'ſſibly have made in« his Mind, 
efjſuring him ea Critique, that, theſe 
are by no means the beſt Copies in that 
Collettrom. As to this; if there was 
any need of an Apolczy (which 1 ao 
#0t apprehend there 15 J it mipht be at- 
ledeed as a good Ong, that that Col- 
lie 10n was made privately by ſome Gems 
#lemen, that did nt. think fit $0 own 


them{eluves, and the Poems ſpokew of 


were 1aſerted without the Author's Leave 


or. Knowledge ; wand. therefare they are 
; mor 
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| not ſtrictly obliged to account for them. | 


But this is not wery much to the Point 
in hand, and I ſhall wave it. 


Tam here at the ſame.loſs I haye 
been at all along, to find out any 
thiog that will bear the leaſt Exa- 
mination ; or indeed that looks like 
an Honeſt Detence. For to recite 
an Abnſe (I give him his own, Word ) 
with a Pretence to anſwer it, and 
leave it unanſwered, is certainly more 
10jurious than the Abaſe it ſelf ; which 
is the caſe before you. But becauſe 
I believe he defigned well, and meant 
his Friends and himſelf a real Service 
at the bottom; T will put his ObjeQi- 
ons in the cleareſt Light I can, and 
make the moſt,of them. Iam then 
chiefly accuſed of three things : 

x. Ot Impudence, in robbing the 
Honourable Mr. Boy! of his Title to 
a Book, which he has put his Name 
tO. , 

2. Of Inſolence, in dealing ſcurvily 
with the Reverend ant Worthy Dr. 
Aldrich. o 4 

3.- Of Ignorance, in undervaluing 

not 


__ 


fiot only ' the--Ingenious Anſwer. to 

Dr. Bexthy, but the Chrift-Church 

accurate Editions of Old Aurhors. 

To all theſe Charges | plead not guil- 
ty. And firit, I deny that Hhaveeither 
impudently icr-modeſtly robb'd Mr. 
- Boy! of any'Honour due ro him. For 
fo argue *vith this Academick in his 
own way. e,?) by way of Syllo- 
git ; becaute I wonld not be too 

erious in Atierting. an ill-natur'd 
Troth. | 
It any Man puts his Name to a 

Book, which .he is not the Author 
of, there is no impudence or -1n- 
jury in denying him a Title to it. 

But Mr. Boyle has put bis Name 
to a Book, which be is not the Au- 
tho: of, : | 

Er90. 

If you are not yet convinced, I prove 
my M:izor thus. 

" If Mr. Boyle has put his Name to 
a Book, which contains things he 
does not underſtand; then he has 
ut his Name,to a Book which he 
is not the Author of. 

But Mr. Boy/e has put his-Name 


to 


$ <_ | 44 
to a Book, which i contains things hs 


does not: underſtand. 
0 again. 1 TC  F-- 4 
as Hypothetick'br two would 
clear the Point. But I -trifle. - Thers 
is no/ need of ſhewiitg-' my Skill 'in 
Logick, or of entieavetting to make 
out. that, which (lKke"a f/f Princi 
pe) every Body rakes for granted: 
ſides, to tell you-the Truth, T am 
a little unwilling to puſh' this Matter 
too ' far.” I would 'be' tender 'of a 
_ ful young Gentleman's' Reputation, 
if He- and his Friends would be-con- 
tent with that- CharaQter, 'and not 
talk of his being a Mar of Note, of 
his having given proofs of his exts«- 
ordinary Genius and great Learning to 
the World, &c.. All this indeed mighe 
be juſtly enough ſaid of the late 
Mr-: Boyle, who has written many 
Learned Treatifes in Experimental 
Philoſophy, and was the Ornament of 
the Royal Sorters 3- but not therefore 
of that Mr.\Boy/e, who has only pub- 
liſhed a faulty Edition,,of Phalaris's 
Epiſtles ; ( for Ido not pretend, but 
he might have a - -——_ that Roos, 


F) 
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thy”, aot-much+in-;this laſt. )-- There 
| ſecms to be a great ſtreſs: laid upon 
his Quality ; too as if it -wes a{ ſort 
of; Trealos :409'-apfiear apanib: tim. 
Form [Han ready to pa 
"Bo thaj; as due- to--an! Ii 


als y onngeranety but then' (was 
' King. the | Ceremony ;'of' giving: him 
Blas) ] thinks Dottor of Dyvinity 
af: an , indepeadent-» Engiiſo; Gentle- 
mag2not: much. his- inferioury - And 
I alledge. it» (im Kindneſs to:him ) 
as,another: Reaſon,, that he did-not 
write. the: Bexce, egainſf Dr. Bentley, 
becauſcit puts the- Dr. more frequent- 
1y *in- Migd,,of his Diſtance. than 
became anycMan. of never ſuch; high 
Birth. to. haye. done in the + Conten- 
tidns- of Wit and Argument, where 
all 'muſt be allgwed to be equal. 

- . Secondly; I:deny: that I have info- 
leatly-abuſed the Reverend and Worthy 
Dr. Aldrich, *Tis-true, I have taken 
Notice of his Smwoaking and \Pwaning ; 
but they. are two: very ſociable Qua- 
lites, and he-has no Reaſon to be-an- 
pry at. me for it. +He is not the -on- 


y Clergy-mag thas takes Tobacco, jo 


>, ADeQcco ita 


= wiv Aw gore DT RD SO 


—_— 5 7 VV WW WW 3. 


49) 


the _- FE %s.. that pune. T 
muſt confeſs, he is 4 Punyer of the 
firſt Rate ; F6r- the Town | has been 
ofren obliged to him for -good-C arches, 
whieh are the Higheſt fights of chat 
Kihd* of *Wit: 'Bue” this is not all, 
Fhave. called him” a Provd Man, and 
_ his Logick. "As to his Pride, - 
ſay no more than" what hav. 


; for itty Deſign is not 
ary or hs tation in ſo Ten- 
der a par d' as' to his Com- 


pendhinrvf Lojick, I am- forry I men. 
tioned it; for to decide whether there 
be any ching new itt it, but the Lan- 
guage ;'and whether -that Language 
is better for being labour'd and full 
of Phraſes or not, is a Ques 
ftion, that concerns only the Freſb 
Mew in the Univerſities ; and I will 
4 it over to them, and-hear- 
ask their Pardon for invading 

ale Prove Lafh. I deny, that I 

eny, 

have. ignorantly aiderratend the in- 


T Anfwe, to Dr. Bentley, and 

: mou -Charch accurate Edivions 'of 

Old Authors ey wilt not here - 
J muc 


059] 
much as recite any. of: thoſe parte 
lay rs and Paſlages, . which 
diſpleaſed.. me whea I peruſed. th 
1Ngenious, Ce lebrared. Book ; IM abr 
I hear Dr. Bealey's ; Vindication is. in 
thesPreſs, and I am. re ſolved No TO. 
interfere with him. - tk As. ſu iogps 


fog. my VE purpoſe 2» hat. Tn 
Pears, at 


S 


them. wy Jong 
nefs (.not , mine.) _"_ Sexe 
ply all their Ercorg..; I : 
exceeded che Limits:of-a, 

muſt haſten, tg 2 Lhe Pex. 
mult account 


their Editions of br coy ſoraking 
. (wp my Friend ) are Famoss as On 
re at home, but area d aroved 
or 
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Forreigners abroad. If chis was true, 
'what is the Meaning of 'the preſent 
Diſpute with Dr. Bexley ? Bur they 
are: ſo. far from being Books of any 
ſtanding Value amongft other People, 
thac rhey themſelves Fo not long 'pleaſ- 
ed with them; For many Authors;tha: 
were Publiſhed in Dr. Fe [Ps Time, have 
_ ain Reviſed, Collated, Printed, 
"ec. in Dr. Aldrich's, and 
Fa any ' thing 1 know may undergoe 
the ſame Fate' in the next Dean's 
too. As for the late Edition of Klop's 
Fables, I am told Dr. Bentley" has 
Examined it very particularly, and 
rovedit to be of the number of thoſe, 
that neither deſerve a good Reputa- 
ti0#" at home nor abrodd. So that the 
fame Reafon, which made me con- 
| -my Obſervations on their Exz- 
Fy Book, will oblige'me to be filent 
too ; unleſs o Sou: es Rex 
fa P 4n 't arrel : whic 
I do ap refit deg for all F am 
Dr. Bentley's dear Friend and Acquais- 
Fance. Here, Sir, T thought to have 


releaſed you ; for 1 ela ko s all 
had becn pretty well over. But his 
D Z wb Wir 


Wit is > There is -nq- 
thing ſo barren, which he cannet-be 
fryitiul and copious upon. , Who 
elſe could have applied the. Tale of 
the Dutch Comment ator s and. Horace's 
Mather to two Epigrams ? Any other 
Man would have told: me fo 
that if Ihad not been certain of w 
I aid, I ſhould have forbora amy: {le 
jectures, But to return him | one 
ill Jef for another, I aſſure him, the 
Father of the Two Epi ms 15 not 
altogether. ſo, nu oQn | to Ps, 
as it ſeems Horace"s Mother. 
the Dutch- IG - and IT 20 
[not only. gueſs, . when I laid ther 
at a Door's Door. The Pretence 
of the Author's not being accoyn- 
tab'e for the abuſes in -them, 
cauſe they were Printed without His 
Knowledge, is ridiculous, and of a Piece 
with the reit.oFhis, Arguments. * 


were not I os OR, 
without his 


rigs I and . pe 
nowledge, w] ors, they-no 
harmleſs, Fs enſwe.th XZ wo 


have, oF, hum uc 
the Printing of th bs red Je 


TE 
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is an unfair Prattice'to'betray -a -Man 
into Print. The ColleRors- of tte 
Examen, &Cc. ſhoald nothave inſerted 
them*wichout leave; had-they been 5&- 
ver ſo Excellent, much Teſs when-chey 
hardly deſerved a place in their Book. 
But one may gueſs by it ( with Sub- 
miſſion to the conjeQuring Detch 
Commentators) that they were no * 
greatPriendsto Dr. Bextley neither, any 
more than the Author ; and I ſome 
tines. fahcy, ; that we are ſecretly ob. 
liged to Chrif-Charch it ſelf for, that / 
Miſcellany, notwithſtanding this Gen- 
tleman for ſome private Reaſons pub- 
lickly diſclaims it. But, whenceſo. 
ever it came, if it has given you any 


Divertiſement in your Solitude,” T have 


= my Defire, and there is an End 
of it. 

There is yet another Paragraph be- 
hind, and fo it is like to remain. For, 
beſides that it has nothing 1n it bur 
Tour humble Servent Sir, | begin to 
bluſh-almoſt-as much for _Examining, 
as the Author ought to do for wri- 


. ting this Pragmatical Rhapſody, Give 


me keave, Sr, to call it what I think T 
have 
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have fairly proved it to be ; tho? ( if 1 
am not wrong [informed ) it was the 
Produttion of one. that never doubt- | - 
ed his own Sufficience and Abilities 


in all kinds of Polipe Legraing; FE 


\ SIR, 
T1 am Yours &c. 


T. R. 


1698. 


BOOKS Printed for Ri- 
chard Cumberland at the 
Ange in St. Paul's C burch- 


yard, 


Orological Diſquiſitions con- 
cerning the Nature of Time, 
and the Realons why all Days, 
xom Noon to Noon, arenot alike 
wenty four Hours long. In which 
ppears the impoſſibility of a 
llock's being always kept exact- 
y true to the Sun ; with Tables 
f Equation, and newer and bet- 
r Rules than any yet extant, how 

ercby preciſely to adjuſt Royal 
- Perdulums, and keep them afrer- 
pards, as near.as poſlible.to the 
appa” 


apparent Time. With a Table. of |, 

Pendulums, fhewing the Beats |, 
that any Length makesin an hour, |. 
A Work very neceſlary for all that }, 
would underſtand the true way |, 
of rightly managing Clocks and], 
Watches. By John Smith, C, M.|., 
t 

« 

0 


The Myſtery of the Chriſtian 
Faith 'and- of "The 'Bleſſed' Trinity 
vindicated, and "The 'Divinity "ff, 
Chriſt proved. In Three ae bs, p 
Preach'd: at Weſtminſter-Abbey upon|-; 
Trinity-Sunday, June 'the 7th. and] « 

] 
] 


September 2-44. 1696: | With'14 
Letter in Vindication of them; 
By *the late 'Re verend Willian| 
Payne, D.'D. of": | 


- A Scriptural Catechiſin : Or, 
The Whole Davy of ae; laid: down 


chiefly intended for'the Benefic 
of - ho younger Sort. [Divided 
Ir. into two Parts':: The-firftcon- 
taining the -chicf Principles of 
our Chriftitn Belief. The Se- 
cond inſtructing us in our Duty 
[to God: and Man, according to 

the Method obſerved in-the Ex. 
all-celleritBook, Entituked,” TheWhole 
)|:Daty of Mar. To whith lis -ad- 
Ui ded; Some" Private Devotions in 
al þ expreſs Words of Scripture : With 
fl" devotit 'Collets for ſeveral Ooh 
nd] jots.” | Recommended by "th 
'] Right Reveiehd Father- in" God, 
mn Edward Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter 


" Reftecions pon the Devoti- 
ons of the Roman Church': "With 
the Prayers, Hymns and Itffons 
FRY emſelves, taken out of their 

th 


Therpibk Book P The*Third di- 


tion. 


tion. ; Wich,, an Appendix con-'q 
cerning the Miracles and Reliqueyf, 

_ of. the Church of Rome, By Joins, 
Patrick, D. D. Late Preacher = 

He Charter»bauſe, London. . 


Two. Books. of Elegies : TE 


nition of the ey. F Firlt Books 


Ve Za, upon ſeveral Qcaali ;ons, F, 


_ Latia and Greek Pers. By | 
mas Ball M.. A...of St. Jabn's 
Callege in, Canbrdes * 


Mouiti Logics : Or, An Ab- |, 
AL. ; and. Tranſlation = Ge fl 
ts Fm Logic... By s rx 
4 A: OY? of geek and E 

wa. Thank(- 


[ 


N-Thankſgiving : With Devotions 
"for the Morning and Evening, 
"the Sacrament, Sickneſs and o0- 
OMOccaſions. By J. C. To which 
is added a Sermofi on Pſalm 73. 
, 28. By the late Reverend B. 
In|hitchcort, D. D. And alſo his 
ks|Charadter of the Beſt Chriſtians. 
0 
d, A Practical Eſſay 
15, Friendly Reproof.. By Daniel 
of | Sturmy, late Student of Catharines 
Y | Hall, Cambridge: © 


| An Ela concerning Critical 
- jatnd Dare Learning : In which 
>- [2zze contained forne Thort  Re- 
tr (fleAtions on the Controvetlie be- 
- |twixt Sir William Temple and Mr. 

Dr. 

T. R. 


and 
_ 6 and "9 HT. 
entley and Mir 
By . 


-_ 
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